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A Movement of Housing with Care Recognized as Failed:
The Process of “Living Space Project for People with

Disabilities in Kawaguchi City”
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Abstract:

The movement of housing for people with disabilities, which constantly spread throughout
Japan in the late 1960s, developed cooperations and information-sharing among each housing
project nationwide in the 80s. However, “Living Space Project for People with Disabilities in
Kawaguchi City (Living Space Project)” embarked in the mid-70s is recognized as failed before
the development benefitted it. This paper examines the process of the Living Space Project in
order to clarify why the project was unable to be realized as planned. For the examination of the
process and failure, I deal with different texts such as brochures distributed by the project members,
books and magazine articles by relevant people in the project. The Living Space Project could be
partially a success because it built a warm and small housing based on local and steady relationships
in the city, not a big facility. However, the city administration rejected the project’s two requests:
a cooperative autonomy by disabled residents and non-disabled supporters and a public
management with a clear administrative responsibility. The case of Living Space Project implies

the everlasting dilemma in the present welfare system for people with disabilities.
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