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Disabled wheelchair users’ travel abroad experiences

——Deepening of narratives and things that lie ahead

Mayumi Gondo
Abstract:
The purpose of this paper is to identify learnings disabled wheelchair users have gained through
their narratives about their "travel” experiences.
For persons with disabilities, "travel" was positioned as a tool for recruiting others in the
disability movement (Heumann, Judith; Joiner, Kristen [2021]). It was also discussed that
through the experience of "travel," they could lead a positive and independent life (Nehashi and
Inoue [2005]). Natsuko Kokubu argued that persons with disabilities pursue material and
spiritual fulfillment in their lives through "travel,” and that the very act of going out can be a
movement to have them recognized (Kokubu [1994]).
At the starting point of the "travel" of the two disabled wheelchair users discussed in this paper,
their thoughts about the disability movement were not observed. Nevertheless, through honest
interaction with people on their "travel," and the insights gained through deepening of narratives

based on their physical experiences, their thoughts were led to the disability movement.
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