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History of Paramedica, an online secondhand bookstore

focusing on Tobyo-ki (patient narratives) in Japan

Yuhei Suzuki
Abstract:
Paramedica is an online bookstore, founded by Fumio Hoshino in 1998, which focused on
tobyo-ki (patient narratives) in Japan. Hoshino collected lots of tobyo-ki from secondhand
bookstores after he lost her wife from breast cancer. He published a list of tobyo-ki about various
diseases written by patients and families, and sold them online. After Hoshino died from
colorectal cancer in 2016, a non-profit organization Watashi-no Gan-net, succeeded to his
collection of over-10,000 books. Paramecia played a pioneering role in archiving tobyo-ki in
Japan. Inspired by Paramedica, more than 140 public libraries in Japan set up shelfs of tobyo-ki.
Works of Paramedica showed issues of archiving patients narratives: 1) keeping facilities to store
a bunch of books, 2) maintaining online database, 3) recruiting and training of staffs for

archiving, 4) sustaining finance and organization management.

Keyword:

Tobyo-ki, Archive, Paramedica, Fumio Hoshino, Patient Narrative
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