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Analysis of public comments against the same-sex

partnership system 1

TERUMASA Katsumata
Abstract:
Until now, most of the research on same-sex partnership systems has been conducted overseas
(especially in Europe and the United States), and has largely focused on the opinions of those
who approve of the systems. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to investigate public
comments received by local governments that launched same-sex partnership systems in Japan
during the period from January to July 2022, and to clarify the "reasons for opposition" of those
who oppose the systems. Through the survey, we attempted to extract the important points of
view of those who have tended to be labeled as "discriminatory” simply because they are opposed
to the system, and to present the viewpoints that need to be examined in the future. The survey
results showed that opposition could be classified into 16 categories, and that the most
frequently cited opposition was not prejudice against the people concerned, but rather "concerns
about the speed of introduction of the system and lack of information/discussion," indicating a

strong sense of anxiety about the system being introduced without sufficient discussion.

Keyword:

Same-sex partnership system, Homosexuality, Same-sex marriage, Public comment

17



