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National Tuberculosis Sanatorium’s bed transition and bed

policy in the 1950s

Miwa Sakai
Abstract:
This paper examines the conversion of tuberculosis beds and bed policies in the 1950s in the
transition of National Tuberculosis Sanatorium founded in 1945. The number of tuberculosis
beds in the sanatorium radically increased in the 1940s until the institute had more tuberculosis
beds than any other hospitals in Japan. In the 1950s, however, the increase stopped as
policymakers started to advocate conversion of the use for other diseases. The change was
prompted not only by the decline in the tuberculosis death rate due to the use of streptomycin
but also because of the decrease in the severe cases pushing the number of outpatients. This
paper depicts the transformation of National Tuberculosis Sanatorium against the backdrop of

the transition.
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