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Depicting Being Aggregated, Mixed Together, and

Forgotten

Shinya Tateiwa
Abstract:
National Tuberculosis Sanatoria — From their Creation until the 1970s* (Sakai [2023]), a book
based on Sakai Miwa’s doctoral dissertation with the addition of revised sections published as the
papers “The Establishment of National Sanatoria — The 1940s” (Sakai [2023a]) and “Empty
Beds in Tuberculosis Wards — The 1950s” (Sakai [2023b]) in this journal, will soon be released
(publication date March 5th). This paper is the “Commentary” I wrote for this book (Tateiwa
[202303]) republished here with revisions in places where the information has changed. I have
republished it with the hope of increasing the readership and sales of Sakai’s book.
I have one other aim. Ph.D. candidate Toda Mari’s doctoral dissertation “Living with a Rare and
Intractable Disease: The Medical and Welfare System for People with Epidermolysis Bullosa”
(Toda [2023b]) will be submitted this March. This will include “Medical System for Patient with
Epidermolysis Bullosa in the Intractable Diseases Measures” (Toda [2023a]), a paper published
in this issue of this journal. This paper explains how in the case of epidermolysis bullosa, the
topic of Toda’s research, although it is included among officially designated intractable diseases
(“nanbyo”) it has not particularly benefitted from this. As the category of “nanbyo” also appears
in this paper and is discussed in relation to “national sanitoria,” there is an obvious connection to
Toda’s work. I broadly discuss both perspectives.
In Toda’s understanding, along with the emergence of “nanbyo” after SMON, policies for
dealing with this category of diseases were centered around neurologists who are also examined
in my book, Shiraki Hirotsugu (October 22nd, 1917 — February 19th, 2004), Tsubaki Tadao
(March 16th 1921 — October 20th, 1987), and Igata Akihiro (September 16th, 1928 — August
12th, 2016) and Kawamura Sawako (born September 4th, 1938), who was involved in the
creation of “nanbyo nursing studies,” and as a result non-neurological nanbyo were pushed aside
and neglected.

I think these views are not wrong. I would simply add two things.
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