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How the Discussion of “Autism” in the Diet Unfolded in the
1960s Part 1

First Appearance of “Autism” in the Diet Record of Proceedings on
May 25th, 1967

UEKI Nao

Abstract:

This paper elucidates the starting point of the discussion of “autism” in the Diet in the 1960s. I
examine part of the “List of Preserved Excavated Materials” obtained from the “Diet Record of
Proceedings System” website. The word “autism” first appeared in the Japanese national
legislature in “May 25th, 1967, Records of the 55th Lower House of the Diet Education Committee
Meeting No. 36.” It was used in responding to a question concerning “classification treatment of
facilities for children with severe disabilities.” Looking at the attributes of the speaker, the presence
of the Tagawa family, who may have played the role of intermediary between Mie Prefecture
(central bureaucrats dispatched to the local government and leading local administrators), home
of Asunaru Gakuen, the only facility specializing in dealing with autism at the time, and central
government agencies/the national government (Ministry of Health and Welfare bureaucrats and
members of the lower house of the Diet belonging to the ruling Liberal Democratic Party) comes
into focus. “Autism” next appears thirteen days later in “June 7th, 1967, Records of the 55th Lower
House of the Diet Social and Labor Affairs Committee Meeting No. 17.” In the Diet on June 7th,
a member belonging to the opposition Socialist Party (continuity of labor unions between Mie
Prefecture and the national government) questioned the Minister of Health and Welfare and
bureaucrats from this ministry regarding Mie Prefecture’s Asunaro Gakuen, the issue of autism in
Japan, and its treatment, and introduced concrete topics such as the establishment of parent
associations. In any case, the utterance on May 25th, 1967, had great significance insofar as it

triggered the first concrete discussion of the issue of autism in the national government.

Keyword:
1960s, discussion of “autism” in the Diet, Mie Prefecture’s Asunaro Gakuen, the Tagawa family
of politicians with connections to Mie Prefecture, intermediary between local and central

governments.
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