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How Japan's Web Archive Was Shaped
Through Discussions in the Late 1990s and Early 2000s

Kazunori Yamaguchi

Abstract:

This paper examines how the National Diet Library's systematic collection project for network-
based electronic publications, also known as WARP, was formed through discussions. WARP 1is
the only systematic web archive in Japan. Discussions were organized based on minutes from the
National Diet Library's collection system investigation and deliberation committee. First, the
central point of discussion was whether to include the web archive within the existing collection
system or create a new system outside of it. It was revealed that a decision was made to establish a
new framework. Second, while the creation of a comprehensive web archive that includes both
public and private organizations was also considered, it was revealed that only "public institutions"

were determined to be the target of systematic collection in the early 2000s discussions.
Keyword:
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