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Digital Archives of Tobyo-ki (patient narratives) in Japan

Yuhei Suzuki

Abstract:

" Tobyo-ki(patient narratives)" is a memoir that describes the process of an individual (the
person with a disease or disability, his/her family, or close relatives) in his/her struggle against
(facing) the disease. Today, bookstores and libraries in Japan offer a variety of search services.
Although the definition, registration rules, and number of "Tobyo-ki" registered by each
bookstore and library search service differ, even people without special knowledge or search skills
can directly search for tobyo-ki books without visiting many bookstores themselves. Internet
enabled people to publish various types of “Web-Tobyo-ki.” In addition to text content such as e-
book,s blogs and interview articles, there are also vide and audio recordings, and onlin-
community services. Various entities, including individuals, patient support groups, media
organizations, and for-profit companies, are producing and publishing these “Web-Tobyo-ki".
Even now individuals searching for “tobyo-ki” can directly connect and interact with each other
through search engines and social networking services, digital archives of tobyo-ki still play
important roles: 1) organizing the vast and ever-increasing amount of content to make it easier
for users (readers in need of disease fighting memoirs) to find a tobyo-ki that meets their needs,
2) empowering individuals those who would be a new author of tobyo-ki, and developing patient

communities through their activity to organize a digital archive of tobyo-ki,
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